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Welcome to the AMIA student working group
newsletter: January edition! 
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Student Editorial Boards provide outstanding
informatics trainees with opportunities to
receive in-depth exposure to the peer-review
process and the operation of a scientific journal.
Applied Clinical Informatics Journal
Applications due April 1, 2022!
Journal of Biomedical Informatics
Applications due February 20, 2022!
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Cash award ($7500 for first prize, $2500 for
honorable mention)
Presentation on award-winning research at
AMIA Annual Symposium
AMIA Annual Symposium registration and
travel and accommodation stipend

The AMIA Doctoral Dissertation Award offers
high-value and prestigious recognition for the
top informatics doctoral dissertation! Each of the
two winners receives:

Applications due February 1, 2022!
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AMIA Informatics Summit 2022 is just around
the corner and applications for the Student
Volunteer Program are now open! Apply now to
get your registration fee waived. Applications
due February 17, 2022!

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-biomedical-informatics/announcements/recruiting-student-eb-members
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-biomedical-informatics/announcements/recruiting-student-eb-members
https://amia.org/membership/student-center/student-volunteer-opportunities
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YANSHAN WANGYANSHAN WANG
Assistant Professor and Vice Chair of ResearchAssistant Professor and Vice Chair of Research
Department of Health Information ManagementDepartment of Health Information Management,,
University of PittsburghUniversity of Pittsburgh  
Chair-elect, Natural Language Processing WorkingChair-elect, Natural Language Processing Working
GroupGroup
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B a c k g r o u n dB a c k g r o u n d

n l p  w o r k i n gn l p  w o r k i n g
g r o u pg r o u p

Yanshan Wang: yanshan.wang@pitt.edu

Dr.  Wang's  research focuses on natural  language
processing (NLP)  methodologies and appl icat ions in
healthcare using electronic health record data.  His
research goal  is  to leverage different dimensions of
data and data-dr iven computat ional  approaches to
meet the needs of  c l in ic ians,  researchers ,  and
pat ients .

Current ly ,  Dr.  Wang serves as the Chair-Elect  for  the
NLP working group.  In previous years ,  the group has
welcomed students to jo in the journal  c lub meetings,
and the Annual  AMIA presymposium event where
students can submit  and present their  papers .  This
event a lso includes a PhD dissertat ion competit ion.
In other years ,  the NLP group supported a hackathon
where researchers could present their  NLP tools .

Interested students are invited to attend the monthly meetings.
Other opportunities for students include the journal club
meetings and the Annual AMIA presymposium event.

Students interested in learning more about NLP!
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Jiyoun Song, PhD, AGACNP-BC, RNJiyoun Song, PhD, AGACNP-BC, RN
Postdoctoral FellowPostdoctoral Fellow
Columbia University School of NursingColumbia University School of Nursing
Member, Nursing Informatics Working GroupMember, Nursing Informatics Working Group

Experience in the
Nursing 

Informatics Working
Group

How did you 
become 

interested in
informatics?

 

What do you hope to
see grow in

informatics in the
future?

 

What advice would
you offer students
just starting in

informatics?

I became interested in informatics to increase early
identification and interventions for patients at risk and to
improve decision-making using data after my clinical
experience in an acute care setting. My research interests
are developing decision support tools for clinicians using
large datasets (e.g., structured data) adding on untapped
data resources (e.g., clinical narrative notes, verbal
communications) to early identify patients at risk.

Through the Nursing Informatics Working Group, I was
able to learn the latest trends in nursing informatics
research, discover other viewpoints on nursing informatics,
and make many new collaborations. Becoming a member
doesn't require you to have clear research questions. Join
the group and connect with others who share the same
concerns, challenges, and goals as you.

You should seek out something. 
(1) Seek out fun. Play with the data, manipulate it, and
watch what machines/computers do! 
(2) Seek out updated knowledge. The informatics field
continues to grow vastly and rapidly. Be a self-learner and
keep updating your random-access memory (RAM). 
(3) Seek out advice from other disciplines. Experts in their
fields will provide unique perspectives, not just because of
the importance of multidisciplinary approaches.

I personally hope to see the lowering of resistance to
getting artificial intelligence assistance in the health care
field. The skills and knowledge of healthcare providers
can never be replaced, however, incorporating big data,
informatics, and artificial intelligence into clinical decision-
making will be able to support healthcare providers.


